FALKLAND'S LAST CAMPAIGN          313

was over, and that the King's army had gone. Essex gave
the prentices two days' rest at Cheltenham, and on 8th Sep-
tember marched at their head in triumph into Gloucester.
The relief of Gloucester was the turning-point of the war.
The resolution of its citizens, the dogged pertinacity of
the London prentices, the masterly leadership of Essex
saved the Parliamentary cause.

But the situation was still perilous. Why the King did
not with his whole force meet the wayworn Londoners
above Cheltenham it is difficult for a layman to surmise.
But the critics agree that his strategy at this juncture showed
extraordinary judgment and skill. Rupert's cavalry could
not stop Essex on the Cotswolds, and the King therefore
decided to break up his camp and to make a dash for
London, or at least block the return of its wearied defenders.
Falkland's last march had begun.

Leaving the plain of Gloucester on the 5th, the King
climbed up to Painswick and thence marched along the ridge
to Sudeley. After resting at Sudeley Castle he stayed nearly
a week awaiting the return of Essex. Essex, however, knew
better than to return through the wasted country by which
he had come, and marched North to Tewkesbury as though
for an attack on Worcester. The King, watching him closely
moved on to Pershore and thence to Evesham, still heading
him off from the South. But while the King was at Eves-
ham Essex suddenly turned South (iSth September), and
made all speed for London, marching by way of Ciren-
cester and Hungerford, At Cirencester he surprised a small
Royalist garrison and also picked up " a great quantity
of provisions prepared by the King's commissaries for
the army before Gloucester, and . . . sottishly left for the
relief of the enemy."x The King, meanwhile, realising
that Essex had given him the slip, had no option but to
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